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 CONSUMER 
returns the container to a redemption 
center or retailer and gets back the 5 
cent deposit 

RETAILER 
pays the consumer the 5 cent deposit 
(the retailer is now out the 5 cent 
deposit + has incurred the handling 
costs) 

PRODUCT MANUFACTURER / 
DISTRIBUTOR 
pays the retailer 5 cent deposit plus a 
3.5 cent handling fee 

VERMONT'S BOTTLE BILL - HOW THE MONEY FLOWS 

STEP 1: SALE OF PRODUCT 

PRODUCT MANUFACTURER / 
DISTRIBUTOR 
m/d charges the retailer a 5 cent 
deposit " 

RETAILER 
charges the customer / consumer a 
five cent deposit (at this point the 
retailer is even) 

CONSUMER 
pays 5 cent deposit when 
purchasing the product  

STEP 2: RETURN OF THE CONTAINER 

 


